HEALTH 


Glove 


February 8th marked 
the official one-year 
anniversary of the free 
condom dispensers 
located on campus. 


By Sommer Dalton 
Staff Writer 


he best thing you 

can give your signif- 

icant other on this 

special day is peace 

of mind, Thankfully, 

condom dispensers are provided for 

everyone on campus. Did I mention 
the condoms are free? 

Thanks to the Center for Latino 
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for your love 


Community Health, students have 
been enjoying the free access to con- 
doms on for a year now. February 8th 
marked the official one-year anniver- 
sary of the free condom dispensers 
located on campus. 

Two are in the male and female 
bathrooms of the Student Recreation 
and Wellness Center. The others are 
located in the male and female bath- 
rooms on the second and third floor 
of the University Student Union, and 
in the gender neutral restroom on the 
first floor. 

Funded by the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Service Administration, 
the dispensers came as a response to 
information revealed in a needs as- 
sessment study. 

“The focus groups were the first 
aspect that we carried out as part of 


our needs assessment for the project?” 
said Erika Bonilla, one of the program 
managers for the project. 

The information uncovered in 
these focus groups revealed a need for 
conversations around safe sex, specif- 
ically the topics of HIV and Hepatitis 
C, From there, the idea of the condom 
dispensers was born - as well as the 
idea to begin hosting informational 
workshops. 

“The workshops work as a two-day 
intervention,’ Bonilla said. “The first 
day they do a pre-survey, and then 
we carry out the first day of the work- 
shop, which lasts about two hours.” 

The workshops are centered on 
being fun and interactive with games 


see CONDOMS, page 3 


FINANCES 


CRIME _ cS 


CSULB police 
release info 
on banned 
student 


Detective on case 
delves into details and 
larger issues of campus 
sex offenders. 


By Adam R. Thomas 
Staff Writer 


Detective Chris Brown of Cal State 
Long Beach’s University Police Depart- 
ment revealed that Juan Lucio Solis, 
the student barred from campus last 
week, has not physically assaulted any- 
one, nor committed a criminal offense. 

“In this particular instance, Mr. 
Solis’ behavior became concerning 
enough that we: decided to go ahead 
and revoke his access [to campus] for 
up to 14 days,’ Brown said. “His stu- 
dent conduct will be reviewed and then 
a hearing will take place, and then the 
decision for any kind of disciplinary 
matters will be handled by the univer- 
sity directly? 

Solis, a current CSULB student who 
was convicted of an assault with the 
intent to commit rape in 2011, was 
barred from campus Feb. 6 pending a 
student conduct review. Campus ad- 
ministration then released a public 
advisory notify the campus student 
body of Solis’ status as a registered sex 
offender and threatening behavior. 

While nothing Solis had done rose 
to the level of criminal offense, Brown 
said the reports received by UPD 
would be concerning for student con- 
duct and had made female students 
fear for their safety. 

“He says creepy things,” Brown said. 
“His pattern is to approach students, 
female students and I don’t mean to 
say aggressive in a violent way, but [us- 
ing] verbally aggressive ways of asking 
them out or commenting on the way 
they look - making creepy statements 
to put these individuals on edge.” 


see BANNED, page 2 


Accounting students offer free on-campus tax prep 


CSULB’s Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance 
available through 
March 24. 


By Lola Olvera 
Staff Writer 


Accounting majors are putting their 
income tax knowledge to the test by 
helping fellow students file their taxes 
at Cal State Long Beach’s free walk- 
in Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
service. Through March 24, low-in- 
come, elderly, disabled and limited 
English-proficient individuals and stu- 
dents can seek help from an advanced 


accounting student who has received 
Federal Tax Law training. 

“The Financial Aid Office is not 
trained in Federal/State tax law — thus 
we are unable to provide any guidance 
or advice to students regarding tax mat- 
ters,” Director of Financial Aid Nicolas 
Valdivia, Director of Financial Aid said. 
“However, our general direction is to 
point them to their tax preparer or pro- 
fessional, who is trained in that area.” 

The 59 accounting students who are 
volunteering at VITA this year to earn 
course credit were trained by a VITA 
representative during winter break and 
have taken the upper-division Federal 
Tax Law course at CSULB. The Internal 
Revenue Service supplies informational 
materials and a tax-filing software. 


According to 2015 VITA site co-co- 
ordinator Jennifer Mae Formeloza in a 
video for CSULB News Hub, Cal State 
Long Beach’s VITA program is one of 
the largest - they average around 60 
students per year and are often asked to 
lend volunteers at other sites. In 2014, 
they filed more than 900 tax returns, 
according to a video on their website. 

“If you have the resources to go to 
a paid [income tax] professional, then 
do it,” recommends Kyla Tamondong, 
this year’s 23-year-old VITA site coor- 
dinator. “But as college students, we're 
broke.’ 

Millennials file taxes by mail more 


see TAXES, page 3 


Lola Olvera | Daily 49er 


Cal State Long Beach’s free walk-in Volunteer Income Tax Assistance is 
located in the College of Business and Administration’s Room 237 computer 


lab. 
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ASI plans to lobby for a tuition freeze 


Lobby Corps will go 
to Sacramento to put 
pressure on the Board 
of Trustees. 


By James Chow 
Staff Writer 


Associated Students, Inc. officials 
are sending the student represen- 
tatives from Lobby Corps to Sacra- 
mento on March 13 to lobby against 
the tuition increase. 

“There aren't enough student 
voices in the Board of Trustees,” 


said Senator-at-large Hilda Jurado. - 


“Out of the 25 members of the BOT, 
there’s only one student voting mem- 
ber who's supposed to be the voice of 
half a million students.” 

The student senators plan to ad- 
dress their lack of representation in 
the California State University Board 


BANNED 
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After the notice went out last 
week, several individuals reported 
incidents involving Solis that the 
UPD had not been made aware of 
prior to the issuance of the 14-day 
ban. 

“So, we never knew,’ Brown said. 
“In. one particular case, a student 
reported it to a professor and some 
training was done through the office 
of Equity and Diversity, but no one 
ever made the report to the police 
department so we had no way of 
connecting all these things.” 

While this information may be 
concerning for the CSULB student 
body, Brown reaffirmed that Solis 
had served his time for the prior 
criminal offense and hasn't yet com- 
mitted another. 

“I know there’s the popular feel- 
ing out there for him just to get 
kicked off and never allowed back 
on, but he’s got rights, too,” Brown 
said. “As long he stays within good 
behavior then he should be able to 
continue his education here. We felt 
at the time-that we needed to warn 
the public about his offender status.” 

The decision to post a notice of a 
registered sex offender on campus 
about Solis was an unprecedented 
move on the part of the California 
State University system. 

Brown said that the decision was 
not made lightly, and that he had 
been in contact with Deputy Attor- 
ney General Janet Neely about the 
proclamation. 

“Its pretty unheard of for any 
university to put out this kind of 
announcement, but [Neely] agreed 
with our assessment that we at least 
needed to warn the community,’ 
Brown said. “Because I don’t know 
if Mr. Solis is going to commit an- 
other sex-based crime, but I would 
hate to be knowledgeable of his past 


of Trustees at the March 13 meeting. 

The four main issues that the ASI 
Lobby Corps are pushing for per- 
tain to the tuition increase, undocu- 
mented students’ funding for school, 
homelessness and food security. 

Senator-at-large Daniel Gomez 
cites frustrations with the CSU BOT 
on the timing of the tuition hike, a 
systemwide 5 percent increase in tu- 
ition . 

In 2012, there was a tuition freeze 
that lasted four years. Gomez said 
he was under the impression that 
“something was being worked out” 
with the BOT and that there wouldn't 
ever be a tuition increase. 

“T didn't see [the tuition increase] 
coming,’ Gomez said. “What’s frus- 
trating is: what has the BOT been 
doing these past four years? I can 
tell what they haven't been doing - 
securing long-term funding sources 
that are sustainable to fund the CSU.” 

Gomez said the timing of the 
increase couldn't be any worse, es- 


offenses and the fact that he was an 
offender and is registered and then 
something happen and not have 
done anything about it.” 

Brown expressed concern that the 
Megan's Law website wasn't effective 
for students wishing to search for 
their universities on the site directly. 

“Really, the purpose of that an- 
nouncement was just to let the pub- 
lic know the exact same kind of in- 


- formation that they would have got 
on the Megan’s Law website had they _ 


been able to search under ‘Cal State 
Long Beach,” said Brown said. 

According to Brown, there are 
roughly 15 registered sex offenders 
attending or working at CSULB. 

Registered sex offenders must 
notify campus police of their sta- 
tus when they first enter into the 
CSU system and when they leave. If 
students or locals wish to view this 
registry, they can review them at the 
UPD station after signing forms to 
agree that the information won't be 
used for criminal action or that the 
viewers are registered sex offenders 
themselves. 

Brown wanted to reassure the 
campus community that just be- 
cause someone is on a sex offender 
registry, it doesn’t necessarily mean 
that they're an active threat, and 
was wary of creating a “witch hunt” 
mentality. 

“We're very careful. When indi- 
viduals come to register with me, 
the first thing I look at is their risk 
of future recidivism, Brown said. 
“If they're low, I don't make the 
announcement to the community 
because a lot of these crimes are 5, 
10, 20 years old, they’re just lifelong 
registrants. Or, there’s no danger 
based on the type of crime ... I take 
all of those things into a balancing — 
act when I decide whether or not 
we need to [announce]. This just 
happened to be the first one, and it 
only became the first one because 
his behavior over time became con- 
cerning.” 


pecially with the current political 
climate. The tuition increase goes 
hand-in-hand with the other issues 
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What’s frustrating is: what 
has the BOT been doing 
these past four years? I 
can tell what they haven’t 
been doing — securing 
long-term funding sources 
that are sustainable to 
fund the CSU 


-Daniel Gomez, 
AST senator-at-large 
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ASI plans to address in Sacramen- 
to, specifically Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals. 

“The president is threatening to 


cut funds for public higher educa-° 


tion,” Gomez said. “Our Pell grants 
and loans are in jeopardy. Our DACA 
students are in jeopardy as well [in 
regards to] how they're going to get 
the money to pay for tuition.” 


ASIs Opposing Payment Peaks - 


Resolution is trying to solve this is- 
sue by putting pressure on the BOTs 
to suspend its current initiatives, 
thus freezing the tuition hike. In the 
Sacramento meeting, ASI plans’ to 
pressure the BOTs through lobbying 
legislators. 

“We're encouraging the CSU BOT 
to reevaluate its priorities, Jurado 
said. 

One of BOT’s priorities is the 
Graduation 2025 Initiative, which 
assigns different task forces to in- 
crease graduation rates to meet the 
campus’ 2025 goals of raising four- 
year graduation rates to 40 percent. 

Gomez said ASI is against the ini- 
tiative due to its timing. “A 2025 ini- 
tiative is going to cost us $75 million. 


Why does that need to be a concern 
right now?” he said. 

A new bill was presented online 
Friday, and both senators plan to 
adopt it into the O.P.P. Resolution. 
Assembly Bill 393, authored by As- 
semblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva 
for the 65th District, “requires that 
the amounts of tuition and manda- 
tory systemwide fees ... not bé in- 
creased ... until the completion of the 
2019-20 academic year.” 

AB 393 is in line with Gomez and 
Jurado’s vision of a tuition freeze. “I 
think the new piece of legislation 
that came out on Friday will help us 
a lot in that regard,” Gomez said. 

ASI’s intention to suspend the hike 
already has the support of Assembly- 
member for the 63rd District Antho- 
ny Rendon, according to Gomez. 

While ASI’s representatives are 
in Sacramento, its officials will con- 
tinue providing student outreach to 
inform students on what’s going on 
campus. 


CAMPUS VOICE 


What do you think about the student health care increase to 
$150 per year ($75 per semester)? 


“$150 is a lot and I wish I would have 
known more about it before they decided 
to do the increase. I had no idea the fee 
was just going to increase. I wish they took 
our votes or something.” 


—Mchelle Matos, junior, marketing 


major 


“T think it’s a little ridiculous. From $90 to 

$150... that’s just a little too much. I mean, 
I get it — like, oh, a $100 [is fine] but $150 

is a little too much.” 


—Andrea Olivas, freshman, 
accounting major 


“The problem is we want to have quality 
stuff but you can’t have quality stuff cheap- 
er. I personally am okay with paying a little 
more if I get a better service. I like to have 
quality items for the quality things in life. 
You don’t buy quality everything, but for 
things that matter, you need to take care of 
them. I don’t mind paying a little bit extra, 
honestly, as long as it’s not outrageous and as 
long as they are not abusing those funds.” 


—Jeremy Yang, sophomore, molecular 
cell biology and physics major 


Jordan Py | Daily 49er 
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often than taxpayers 35 years or older, according to a 2016 survey 
by Nerd Wallet. 

Tamondong calls mail-in tax filing “tedious” and risky, as sen- 
sitive information, including your social security number, can get 
lost in the mail. 

Students would fare better using a user-friendly e-filing source 
such as Turbotax, or better yet, “taking advantage of these kinds 
of [volunteer] programs, she said. “There's a lot of VITA sites not 
just at Cal State Long Beach ... you just really have to look for 
them. We're here for the students.” 

According to Tamondong, the best way to make tax filing easier 
is to keep track of your income, expenses and related documents. 
You should receive a form that states-your income from each job, 
your tuition statement, scholarship amounts received, investments 
earned and other sources of income. Receipts that show you paid 
for textbooks, mandatory school supplies or work uniforms will 
also be useful to getting a higher tax return. 

Some mistakes begin when students fill out their W-4 form 
when they are hired at a job. 

“That form is asking you how many dependents you have, how 
many exemptions you have,’ said Tamondong. “That will tell the 
employer how much taxes they should take from your paycheck.” 

When students claim fewerless exemptions than necessary, 
more money will be taken from each paycheck. When they claim 
more exemptions than necessary, less money will be taken out each 
paycheck, but they may end up owing money come tax season. 

“TI guess it’s a matter of: do you want them to take out your mon- 
ey now or accumulate it and take it all later?” said Tamondong 
said. “We've seen that [situation] a lot ...... so I suggest literally 
reading [the W-4 form] and understanding what those forms say.” 

Another mistake occurs when a student is claimed as a depen- 
dent on two separate tax returns. 

“Let's say for me, I want to claim myself, but my mom claims me 
[too],” said Tamondong said. “[One] return is going to be reject- 
ed and you have to go through that hassle of ...... amending your 


Different Types of Tax Forms 


This is a tuition statement that reports the 
educational fees that have been paid out of pocket 
during the qualifying year. 


This form requests your Social Security Number and 
certification for tax purposes 


Toclaim deductions related to student tuition loans, 
submit this form to the IRS. 


dents, we're all busy. So knowing if your parent is going to claim 
you or not and really, really makeing sure if you want them to 
claim you or not.” : 

The VITA site is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the CBA 237 Computer Lab. Walk-ins are preferred but 
appointments can be scheduled online on the College of Business 
Administration webpage. 


Graphic by Stephanie Hak 


dDriver’s lLicense or I.D., their Social Security number, any rel- 
evant income and expense documents and a routing and account 
number if they wish to receive their refund through direct deposit. 
“You're providing a service for people,’ Tamondong said about 
her job. “And it feels good.” 
“We should change the VITA slogan!’ she adds to fellow site co- 


«cc 


ordinator Phillip Nguyen. “Changing the world, one tax return at 


a time!” 


return and you don’t wanna go through that hassle — -college stu- 


CONDOMS 
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like “Pin The Tale On The Donkey? “Flip 
Cup” and the Spanish version of bingo, 


health education and discussion. 
William Lucas, a graduate research 
fellow and health educator, is a second 
year anthropology major who originally 
got involved in the program while tu- 
toring at the downtown location of the 
Center For Latino Community Health. 
located on 12th and Pine. From there, 


Filers should bring all necessary documentation including a 


‘ 


groups and dispensers. 

“The purpose of the pre-survey is to 
get a baseline of what people's knowl- 
edge, attitudes and behaviors are re- 
garding things like HIV, Hepatitis C, 
substance abuse and safe sex practices,” 
Lucas said. “After they've gone through 


creased because of the workshops.’ 

Lucas says the workshops have pro- 
vided a safe place for people to open 
up and ask questions. Honest conver- 
sations are able to take place, showing 
that, when talked about, the topic of safe 
sex begins to be looked at as educational 
versus taboo. 


today in the Central Quad as a kickoff to 
National Condom Day and Valentine’ 
Day. 

The hope is that the workshops and 
events, combined with the efforts of 
the condom dispensers will continue to 
drive students to practice safe sex and 


“Loteria; being used to keep partici- 
pants engaged. Day two revolves around 


ESS 


Se 


he was brought onto help with the focus 


the full workshop we see if anything has 
changed, and if their knowledge has in- 


decrease their risks for contracting an 


Free HIV Testing will also take place STD. 
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alentine’s Day won’t go away 


Love it or hate it, the 
love holiday is here. 


Daily 49er staff 


There are those who see Feb. 14 on 
the calendar and scoff, renaming the it 
“singles awareness day, “galentines” or 
even “Anna Howard Shaw day” — af- 
ter the women’s suffrage leader’s birth- 
day. 

But contrary to those who think it’s 
a holiday invented by Hallmark to sell 
sappy cards, there are those who cher- 
ish the day and therefore show their 
loved one how they cherish them. They 
make restaurant reservations, shower 
their significant other with gifts and 
spend the day being sweet and roman- 
tic. 

Regardless, everyone falls some- 
where on this extremely wide spectrum 
of how to feel about today. Here’s where 
we land. 


Jason Enns, Arts & Life Editor 

This will be my first Valentine's Day 
ever spent in a committed relationship. 
I used to think the day was’ overrated, 
a silly hegemonic tradition of mak- 
ing restaurant servers hate their lives. 
This was something my girlfriend and 
I used to agree on when we were just 
friends, but something has changed in 
her. Though she keeps telling me that 
its not a big deal, I know somehow, 
somewhere it has become just that — 
mainly because she tweeted about ac- 
tually caring this year. So, I guess the 
pressure’s on. I have nothing planned, 
but I have to find a way to make what I 
think should be just a regular day, extra 
special. 


Jade Inglada, Assistant Design Ed- 
itor 

I’ve never had a reason to make plans 
for Valentine’s Day. The last two years 


DANCE 
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The Sweethearts candies that Valerie loves so much are a staple for this romantic holiday. 


haven't been especially kind (maybe 
I'm cursed?), so the only person I'm 
treating is myself. I'll probably get boba 
or something with one of my awesome 
friends. At least I'll be around people I 
actually enjoy spending time with while 
making a newspaper. After all, I do this 
with love. 


Hanna Suarez, Opinions Editor 

Oh, shit, it’s February. I guess I’ve 
been too busy daydreaming about the 
first time: Miranda asked me out some 
16 months ago. But, listen - those box- 
es of emergency See’s Candies they sell 
at the BeachHut are $19.99. I know this 
because I checked earlier today and 
bought her a pack of gummy worms 
instead. And, let’s face it, 'm not real- 
ly neurotypical enough to make plans. 
That all being said, as far as gift plans 
go, babe needs some windshield wipers, 
and I need to call Honda to set up an 


appointment to replace her defective 
shrapnel airbags. Egg ramen then cud- 
dle with the pets at home, how’s that for 
a reservation, Bean? 


Valerie Osier, News Editor 

I really just like the Sweethearts can- 
dies - the original, Necco classic-fla- 
vored ones. Not the nasty new flavors 
with the yellow one as lemon instead 
of banana. Who the heck thought that 
was a good idea? And God forbid, 
don't try to pass those fat Brachs brand 
kind as real sweethearts, they're dis- 
gusting. Also, 'm gonna be working 
in the newsroom most of the night, so 
my husband and I will probably defer 
Valentine’ festivities to the weekend, 
but he got me some pretty flowers last 
weekend, so maybe the festivities al- 
ready technically started? I don’t know, 
I usually forget about the holiday once I 
get my Sweethearts. 


Matthew Simon, Sports Editor 

With the holiday being today and 
it not being socially acceptable to do 
nothing — I will make my girlfriend 
breakfast — she loves that shit. 


Lindsey Maeda, Design Editor 

I love my boyfriend, but the real star 
of this holiday is my mom. My mom 
never fails to give me a Valentine’s Day 
goodie bag with a cute puppy card. 


Miranda Andrade-Ceja, Managing 
Editor 

It might be unbelievable, but this is 
actually the first Valentine's Day I’ve 
spent with a living, breathing person. 
I guess most people don’t want a girl- 
friend who is both intimately chal- 
lenged and emotionally smothering - 
but Hanna does. 

So, I'm looking forward to this year’s 


\-day. Unfortunately, both Hanna and 
I are two exceptionally busy lesbians, so 
there probably isn’t much of a plan for 
romance (it’s not like any certain person 
is going to try to surprise me...right...) 
— which is actually fine. Years of not 
celebrating Valentine’s Day trained me 
for this moment, I suppose. 

I'm still hoping for some candy, 
though. Babe knows I’m a sugar-loving 
b*tch. 


Jose De Castro, Photo Editor 

I don't know how to celebrate Valen- 
tine’s Day. The only thing I know is that 
I love Skittles and no girl can replace 
my Skittles. 


Chrystina Schwartz, Exec. Video 
Producer 

I’m usually the most single person on 
the planet and didn’t care about Valen- 
tine’s Day because I usually had to work 
or do something more important; how- 
ever, I met someone two years ago that 
was even more of a super-single person 
than I was. He is amazing in every way 
possible. Now that I have someone to 
hold me at night and eat dinner with 
and snuggle under blankets and watch 
Netflix whilst keeping us warm with 
my methane cuddles, Valentine's Day is 
awesome. At this time of year we do the 
same shit always do — but with a twist. 
So, this year we are gonna have a nice 
picnic on the beach, watch the sunset 
and Netflix n’ chill. *winkwink* 


Stephanie Hak, Illustrator 

After being in a committed rela- 
tionship of 9 years, I have to say that 
Valentine's Day is overrated. I now see 
this day as a commercial holiday where 
stores sell overpriced gifts and restau- 
rants are overbooked with loving cou- 
ples. But the best part are the sales that 
happen after! Other than that, February 
14th is just another regular day - but 
filled with pink and red gifts all around. 
To my Babe, still love you every single 
day! (insert heart emoji) 


Contemporary choreography collaborations 


These students don’t 
have the luxury to 
dance like no one’s 
watching. 


By Ashlee Blosser 
Staff Writer 


Imagine it is the end of last August 
and the fall 2016 university semester 
has just begun. You have been inspired 
by a personal experience, aspects of his- 
tory — or even by the human mind. 

You gather your peers to work with 
you for four months choreographing an 
audition piece for the spring 2017 stu- 
dent dance concerts. Just for fun, let’s 
add another formal audition process 


with the chance that your work may 
not get chosen. 

This is the process that Cal State Long 
Beach department of dance majors go 
through when they decide they want 
to audition their own choreography for 
the spring student concerts. This year, 
out of the several student pieces that 
were auditioned, twelve were chosen to 
be showcased in the two 2017 CSULB 
Contemporary Dance Concerts. 

Starting off the two concerts is Pro- 
gram A, with performances Feb. 16-18. 
This evening of diverse works features 
original choreography by CSULB un- 
dergraduate choreographers Ashley 
Allen, Alice Amano, Kathryn Giometti, 
Nathaniel Gonzaga, Tanner Miranda, 
Haley Richartz and Jack Taylor. The 
six dances being presented draw upon 
a wide range of dance styles, musical 
inspirations and artistic collaborations. 


Three of the dances presented in this 
concert have been chosen by the de- 
partment of dance faculty to represent 
CSULB at the 2017 American College 
Dance Association Baja Region Con- 
ference. “Neither, Nor,’ “Eromenos,” 
and “One's Reality of Figments” were 
selected for the strength of their cho- 
reography and the outstanding perfor- 
mances of their casts. 

“Neither, Nor, co-choreographed 
and performed by seniors Alice Ama- 
no and Jack Taylor, explores the idea of 
disappearing and reappearing. High- 
lighting the moment when something 
slips out of focus but its presence is still 
among us, Taylor and Amanos chore- 
ography mixes staccato and lingering 
movement creating a unique aesthetic. 
Both choreographer’s performances are 


see CONCERT, page 5 


Contemporary Dance Concert — Program A will begin Feb. 16 at 8 p.m. in 
the Martha B. Knoebel Dance Theater. 
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elusive as they create a world of 
“now you see me, now you don't; 
with their syncopated movement 
vocabulary. 

“T feel we are both inspired by 
each other, and for us it was two 
heads was better than one, Ama- 
no said about working with Taylor. 
“Every idea was bouncing off one 
another. No one ever shut down 
ideas, and if it was a bad idea it was 
a mutual, ‘Nah, let’s not do it.” 

Drawing inspiration from An- 
cient Greek architecture and sculp- 
ture, the male duet. “Eromenos” 
was choreographed by Tanner Mi- 
randa to an original composition 
by dance department musician Zak 
Kenefik. It examines the dynamics 
between two ‘men, while question- 
ing heteronormative standards 
placed on our culture today. With 
angular gestures and movement 
the performer's draw the “box” 
that society puts an individual in. 
The physicality of the manipula- 
tion and conflict implemented in 
Miranda's partnering speaks true 
to the battle of “what is right?” 

Haley Richartz “One's Reality 
of Figments,’ set to her own com- 
position, offers a compelling work 
for ten dancers that explores in- 
dividual experiences in both the 
conscious and subconscious states 
of mind. Richartz juxtaposes logic 
with circuitous as the performers 
intertwine in and out of mechani- 
cal and undulated movement. The 
pounding, erratic soundscape of 
“One's Reality of Figment’s” will 
inhale the viewer into the palpable 
absurdity of the human psyche. 

In addition, the program fea- 
tures three dances that further 
highlights the collaborative cre- 
ativity and talent of the CSULB stu- 
dent choreographers and dancers. 

“From Dawn to Dusk,” a con- 
temporary ballet choreographed by 
Kathryn Giometti, draws the audi- 
ence into a luxurious, serene land- 
scape. In this shifting environment, 
the performers move seamlessly 
through an evolution of time. Set 
to original composition by Chris- 


topher Ferreiraher, the work is ev- 


er-changing in patterns and move- 
ments that portray the continuous 
cycle of life. 

Employing the dynamic move- 
ment of its dancers, Ashley Allen’s 
duet “How to: Go On Liking Each 
Other” takes a close look at the 
complexities that reside within re- 
lationships. With an original com- 
position by dance department mu- 


sician Tyler Hunt, the performer's ~ 


move sophisticatedly through the 
expansion and tangibility of Allen's 
choreography. 

“Setsuko/Joseph,” choreo- 
graphed and performed by Na- 
thaniel Gonzaga is a poignant 
solo, inspired by the passing away 
of his grandmother and father. 
Gonzaga’s use of repetition var- 
ies in many ways making each 
time differ whether emotionally 
or physically. Through his use 
of level and effort changes in his 
movement, Gonzaga vulnerably 
performs about family and the 
passing away of loved ones. 

ad think what is especially won- 
derful and exciting about this 
dance concert is the several artis- 
tic collaborations that have taken 
place,’ Concert Director Sophie 
Monat said. “Two BFA dance ma- 
jors have respectively created two 
original lighting designs. Another 
BFA dance major contributed an 
original costume design, and two 
choreographers worked closely 
with two dance department mu- 
sicians who composed original 
scores for their separate works.” 

The 2017 Contemporary Dance 
Concert — Program A opens Thurs- 
day and runs for four performanc- 
es, closing Saturday. Performances 
start at 8 p.m. with a 2 p.m. matinee 
Saturday and a reception following 
the Friday night performance in 
the theater Green Room. More in- 
formation will be provided soon 
about Program B, which will be 
presented Mar. 9-11. 

Both programs take place in the 
Martha B. Knoebel Dance Theater 
on the CSULB Campus near the 
Pyramid. Tickets are $20 for gen- 
eral admission and $16 for seniors, 
students with valid ID, CSULB fac- 
ulty and staff and Dance Resource 
Center members. Tickets and ad- 
ditional information are available 
atwww.csulb.edu/dance. 
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Pig Pen Delicacy’s veggie burger and buffalo tots are a crowd favorite at Steelcraft. 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 


Overdraft at Steelcraft 


A unique dining 
experience opens in 


Bixby Knolls. 


By Sean Gallagher 
Contributing Writer 


Steelcraft isn’t an individual restau- 
rant, but rather a collection of vendors 
tucked away in an array of used ship- 
ping containers reclaimed from the 
Port of Long Beach and Port of Los 
Angeles on the corner of Bixby Road 
and Long Beach Boulevard. Its website 
makes sure to point out that the tables 
and bike racks are also made mostly of 
recycled materials. 

Think of it as a parking lot full of 
food trucks, without the wheels... and 
also, they’re made from shipping con- 
tainers instead of vehicles. 

As of this February, the active ven- 
dors are: Pig Pen Delicacy, Tajima 
Ramen, Desano Pizza Bakery, Waf- 
fle Love, The Fresh Shave, Lovesome 
Chocolates, Steelhead Coffee and 
Smog City Brewing. 

Upon entering the space, the first 
impression is one of intrigue; the aes- 
thetics of the place are like no other. 
The repurposed shipping containers 
are a nice touch, as well as being the 
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perfect size for the small kitchens to 
operate in. One thing’s for sure, they 
send a clear message of unique Long 
Beach character. = 

The dining area is comfortable, with 
an open-air patio covered by tarps 
stretched between the containers to 
provide shade, and plenty of comfort- 
able wooden seats and tables. While 
the space still looks a little plain and 
rough around the edges, hopefully that 
will change in time. 

The only real complaint is that it’s 
small and only houses a few different 
vendors, but hey - that’s what places 
like the Anaheim Packing District and 
Downtown Los Angeles’ Grand Cen- 
tral Market are for. 

Steelcraft is reminiscent of the more 
established “hipster food courts,’ but 
with a character all its own. It may not 
be quite as big or have as many op- 
tions, but it provides a fresh new spot 
for locals to hang out and enjoy some 
delicious boutique foods. 

But what about the important part: 
the food? Glutton that I am, I managed 
to try full meals from three of the dif- 
ferent restaurants over two days: Taji- 
ma ramen, Pig Pen and Desano Pizza 
Bakery. 

The standout of the three is definite- 
ly Pig Pen - the menu items were the 
most creative, the prices were compet- 


itive, and the ingredients seemed to be 
highest quality. I had the veggie burg- 
er and the Buffalo tots, and both were 
among the best I'd ever had. 

The veggie patty tasting like it was 
made in-house and not from a factory, 
not too mushy or dry. The seasonings 
used were also delicious, and paired 
together perfectly. The portions were 
not huge, but not too small either - fair 
for the price and perfect for a filling 
meal. 

Tajima and Desano, on the other 
hand, were unimpressive. The dishes 
were fresh and tasted fine, but lacked 
the uniqueness so important to Steel- 
craft's target demographic, while still 
carrying a hipster-food-court price 
and smaller-than-normal portions. 

Overall, Steelcraft is a great new 
place to check out, whether you want a 
quick snack, a full meal, a drink or just 
to take some cool pictures. 

It's exciting to see a new community 
center, and the Steelcraft website does 
‘have a section for events, with the cur- 
rent list containing only a chocolate & 
beer pairing on Feb. 14. 

It lacks some polish, and the recent 
opening’s hype makes lines and wait 
times long for much of the day, but it’s 
still worth a visit. It should be exciting 
to see what'’s in store in the future for 
Steelcraft. 
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ICH, ICE, babies, mothers, and ‘others’ 


Immigration raids are 
being normalized as 
routine, but the news 
disrupts everyday 
tranquility, or much 
worse. 


By Marilyn Isabel Ramirez 
Contributing Writer 


ast week, immigration 

raids were reported to 

have occurred in sever- 

al states including Cali- 

fornia, North Carolina, 
New York and Illinois, according to The 
Los Angeles Times and national news 
sources, 

According to LA Times writers Joel 
Rubin, Brittny Mejia, James Queally 
and Ruben Vives, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement is claiming that 
they're part of routine evacuations 
of immigrants with a criminal back- 
ground. 

President Donald Trump, with his 
infamous use of Twitter as his informa- 
tion platform, tweeted in response on 
Sunday morning, “The crackdown on 
illegal criminals is merely the keeping 
of my campaign promise. Gang mem- 
bers, drug dealers & others are being 
removed!” 

He isn’t the most articulate man, so 
he may not have meant much by “oth- 
ers,’ but that made me wonder why 
they were included. Should we be pay- 
ing attention to these “others?” 

“Others” might be the people living 
with these so-called “gang members” 
and “drug dealers.’ 

Maybe they’re the relatives, the la- 
borers who contribute to economic de- 
velopment. Maybe they’re the children, 
the students trying to prove that their 
undocumented status is not synony- 
mous with criminal activity. 

Meanwhile, leaders of advocacy 
groups such as the Coalition for Hu- 
mane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles 
are claiming that, in light of President 
Trump’s executive orders on immigra- 
tion, those who risk deportation are 
even more terrified about potentially 
being swept up in one of the raids. 

This country’s narrative normalizes 
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Dozens of people rally in downtown Los Angeles on Feb. 9 to protest raids by Immigrations and Customs Enforcement officials in Southern California. 


ICE raids. First, they're plainly tacti- 
cal. ICE uses the element of surprise to 
ensure success in rounding up as many 
undocumented immigrants as possible. 

The bigger objective, though, is po- 
litical. The president will be able to 
show a number of deportations to the 
public in order to stress the need for a 
stronger border control and tougher in- 
ter-border, enforcement-like raids. 

This number, regardless of its quanti- 
ty, will be enough for anti-immigration 
supporters. 

It gives Trump’s correlation between 
crime and immigration momentum 
because of rhetoric he used during and 
after his campaign. 

With all the news being circulated, 
I find myself drowning in a whirlpool 
of misinformation — with no person or 
group to hold accountable. 

There's a lot of information being 
tossed around. In terms of Trump's 
correlation between crime and immi- 
gration, studies have challenged and 
proven that there is none. 

Robert Adelman, University of Buf- 
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falo professor and Scientific American 
contributor, investigated the. relation- 
ship with his colleagues for forty years 
in 200 metropolitan areas and found no 
evidence to back it. “Large cities with 
substantial immigrant populations 
have lower crime rates, on average, than 
those with minimal immigrant popula- 
tions,’ Adelman said. There was also ev- 
idence of cities having less crime with a 
larger immigrant populations. 

This begs the question: what is 
Trumps definition of a criminal of- 
fense? 

Regardless of whether or not the 
people being rounded up in this en- 
forcement surge have committed a 
crime, there needs to be a tier of offens- 
es as a reference point. 

Is someone going to be deported for 
running a red light versus someone 
who's committed murder? Is someone 
going to be deported for being discoy- 
ered at a hospital without insurance 
versus someone who's committed a sex- 
ual assault? 


There's a huge range of undocument- 
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ed residents; like any group, there's 
good and there's bad, but the contribu- 
tions of those willing to uphold whatev- 
er they deem as respectable American 
values—politically, economically, or 
otherwise—go either undervalued or 
unnoticed. 

- I want to believe that ICE was per- 
forming something routine, just as they 
did under former President Barack 
Obama's administration. 

“Mr. Obama... carried out many 
more deportations than previous presi- 
dents, setting a record of more than 2.4 
million formal removals” New York 
times writer Julia Preston said. Even the 
former president was wary of undocu- 
mented criminals. 

He played his part, and that alone 
left me questioning if these raids were 
something of an ongoing theme; how- 
ever, those affected are afraid — and 
justifiably so. 

They have been listening to a presi- 
dent of a country in which they sought 
refuge refer to them as the source of 
economic downfall, murder activity 
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and gang violence. 

If I hadn't had the privilege of being 
born here, or if my parents didn’t have 
the chance of earning citizenship status, 
I would be fearful too. 

Considering Trump’s views on im- 
migration, his promises to repeal the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv- 
als, build a wall between the United 
States and Mexico and restrict fund- 
ing for sanctuary cities — generalized 
stigmas toward undocumented immi- 
grants will continue to rise. 

Most of the opposition comes from 
people who are threatened by the un- 
familiar. 

I'm tired of waking up to my phone 
flashing a terrifying, Trump-related 
news headline. It always sounds exag- 
gerated and far-fetched, so much so 
that'I have to read almost a dozen arti- 
cles on the topic. 

Iam all too familiar with people who 
remain unwilling to widen their scope 
of media information—who refuse to 
put in the work and research what it is 
they’re actually supporting. 
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Sophomore guard Martina McCowan drives to the basket during Long Beach State’s 84-55 Feb. 9 at Walter Pyramid. 


COMMENTARY 


Preseason couldn’t predict this 


While it’s amusing to 
speculate, sports should 
do away with coaches 
or media polls. 


By Matthew Simon 
Staff Writer 


Just as the seasons change, so too have the 
journeys for the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams. 

Both teams were predicted to win the Big 
West before this season started — and that is 
where the similarities end. 

' The women’s team is currently in a battle 
with UC Davis for the top spot in the Big West 
and the men’s team is in the middle of the pack 
during a season that has been filled with disap- 
pointment and frustration. 

On paper the men’s appeared to be the best 
in the west. Though junior point guard Justin 
Bibbins expected to solidify himself as the top 
guard in the conference, things haven't come 
to fruition as injuries have hindered all presea- 
son predictions of conference dominance. 

With the addition of transfer junior guard 
Evan Payne and the return junior forward 
Gabe Levin made LBSU seem primed to bat- 
tle for the top spot after making it to the Big 
West Tournament final last season and finish- 
ing third in the conference — the season hasn't 
gone that way. 

Just as fast as the men’s team looked to prove 
themselves, they were quickly redirected when 
they got slammed by one of the toughest — and 
most questionable — road schedules, which put 


the 49ers up against some of the top teams in 
the nation. 

While coach Dan Monson has said that the 
tough road schedule can only help the team 
get better while putting the program on a na- 
tional spotlight, the thought process is ques- 
tionable when the team is getting run out of 
gyms game after game. 

From Nov. 13 to Dec. 3, the men’s team went 
0-9 while losing by an average of 20 points. It 
was a trip that didn't help the team get better. 
Then, injuries started pile onto the men’s al- 
ready troublesome start to the season. 

The team faced another setback when Levin 
suffered a fractured knee that will bench him 
for the rest of the year. It’s been a perfect storm 
for the season to continually go against the 
team that was favored to win the Big West. 

Now, for the women’s team — things are dif- 
ferent. The women’s team is at full strength and 
only getting better as the season progresses. 

While the women had their fair share of 
tough nonconference opponents, they have 
had a good mix of wins and losses that allowed 
the team to find a method to win. 

The women’s team is now able to bring pre- 
season All-Big West guard Raven Benton off 
the bench so she doesn’t get overworked after 
overcoming injuries. 

That flexibility has allowed women’s coach 
Jody Wynn to give other players more time 
which has opened more options for the team 
that now sits a half game out of first place in 
the Big West. 

The point is — let’s do away with preseason 
polls and just let the teams play. There's too 
many variables that can change throughout 
the season to try and predict who will be the 
best. j 
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Ben Hammerton | Daily 49er 
Junior guard Evan Oayne goes up for a lay-up.during the 
49ers’ game against UC Irvine. 
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49ers host PAC -12’s Huskies 


The Long Beach 
State softball team 
takes on PAC -12 
trying to win its 
third straight game. 
By Matthew Simon 


Sports Editor 


After a starting the season 3-1- 
1 last weekend, the Long Béach 
State softball team hosts the No. 13 
University of Washington today at 
LBSU Softball Complex. 

The 49ers are hosting the Hus- 
kies for the first time since a 14-1 
loss Feb. 15, 2009. 

LBSU is looking to build off a 
5-1 win against San Diego State 
Saturday. 

After a weekend where she had 
a .632 on base percentage, soph- 
omore shortstop Nichole Fry was 
named the Big West Player of the 
Week. 

Along with a .632 hitting per- 
centage, Fry has started the season 
6-for-12 with two doubles and a 
triple. 

Fry is joined with freshman 
designated player Aniesa Mau- 
lupe who is off to a great start after 
hitting her first home run against 
SDSU. 

The Huskies arrive to LBSU on 
a two-game winning streak with 
wins against Nebraska and No. 1 
Oklahoma at the College Chal- 
lenge in Puerto Vallarto, Mexico. 

While it’s early in the season, 
the Huskies rank ninth in the na- 
tion with a .337 batting average. 

The Huskies will be the tough- 
est test the 49ers have faced but 
with Christina Clermont on the 
mound the team will look to get 
the win on Valentine's day. 

LBSU will continue its home- 
stand on Friday when they host 
a doubleheader against Utah and 
Cal State Baskerfield. 
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Freshman infielder Andrea Guzman rounds third base during Long Beach State’s 5-1 win against San Diego 
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BASEBALL 
Dirtbags 
expected 
to finish 
second 
With the ae of the 
season on Friday, the 
Big West released its 


preseason coaches’ poll. 


By Matthew Sinon 
Sports Editor 


After a season where the Long Beach 
State Baseball team went to the postsea- 
son for the 21st time, the Dirtbags have 
tied with UCSB to finish second in the 
preseason Big West Coaches Poll. 

The Dirtbags are back with a majori- 
ty of their starters, except for shortstop 
Garrett Hampson and third baseman 
Zack Domingues. 

LBSU will look to build on the prog- 
ress they made with Big West Pitcher 
of the Year Darren McCaughan. Mc- 
Caughan will be throwing to returner 
David Banuelos, who is also expected 
to help amp up the team’s success. 

Cal State Fullerton was almost a 
unanimous conference favorite, receiv- 
ing eight first places votes while UC Ir- 
vine received one. 

UC Santa Barbara is expected to 
place second in the Big West after ap- 
pearing in its first College World Series 
last season. 

The Gauchos are nationally ranked 
in numerous polls, so the Big West is 
sure to be interesting from start to fin- 
ish. 

It's safe to safe to say that the Big 
West will have no guarantees as every 
team will compete. 

With the season starting this week, 
LBSU will get going with a weekend se- 
ries against Oklahoma. 

Look out for our baseball season pre- 
view in Thursday’s paper. 
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